The leopard in the Iranian Caucasus
Neonappa, obutaowmii B UpaHckon yactu Kaskasa

Historically, Iran was a home
10 species of wild cats but,
unfortunately, the Persian lion
(Panthera leo persica) and
Caspian tiger (Panthera tigris
virgata) have disappeared
past 70 years. Nowadays, the
Persian leopard (Panthera
pardus saxicolor, the same as
P.p.ciscaucasica) is the largest
member of the cat family in
Iran.

Leopards occur widely in almost all types of habitats in Iran: the icy snowbound heights of the
Alborz and Zagros mountains; the torrid hills in central Iran; the Caspian dense forests and bare
rocky mountains along the coastlines of the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea. So, leopards live in all
habitats holding sufficient prey base which make approximately half of the country, or about
850000 km?.

The Caucasus is one of unique and valuable eco-regions in Iran from the viewpoint of its
biodiversity. The Iranian part of the Caucasus is located in northern parts of 4 provinces
(Eastern and Western Azerbaijan, Ardebil and Gilan) which contain 3 major mountain ridges:
Talysh, Western Alborz and Qaradagh.

The Iranian Caucasus is a home for a great diversity of fauna and flora. Larger mammals like the
brown bear (Ursus arctos), the roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), the wild goat (Capra aegagrus)
and the Persian leopard co-exist in this range and some of them have experienced a significant
decline in numbers. The Persian leopard is classified as “Endangered” in the IUCN 2007 Red List
of Threatened Species. According to the surveys carried out in all 6 countries of the Caucasus
ecoregion, about 65 leopards occur in the Caucasus Ecoregion, of which 19-25 animals are
estimated to live in the borderline areas of Iran.

There are 8 protected areas in the Iranian Caucasus, of which 4 are relatively old:

1. Arasbaran Protected Area and Biosphere Reserve: over 800 km? of deciduous forests with
high-altitude grasslands. The wild boar (Sus scrofa), the wild goat and thr roe deer are available
as the leopard prey.

2. Kiamaky Wildlife Refuge: around 950 km? of cliffy terrain which is a perfect habitat for the
wild goat and the leopard.

3. Marakan Protected Area: one of the oldest protected areas of Iran (established in 1965) and
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UcTtopuuecku B UpaHe obutaiot 6onee 10
PasHOBUAHOCTEN ANKUX MUBOTHBIX U3 CeMelicTBa
KOWaYbuXx, HO, K COMKaneHut, 3a npoweawmue 70

NeT Takue BUAbI, Kak nepcuackuii neonapp (Panthera
leo persica) u kacnuiickuii Turp (Panthera tigris
virgata), ucuesnu. B Hactoswee Bpems nepcuacKknia
neonapg (Panthera pardus saxicolor = P.p.ciscaucasica)
COCTaBNAET OCHOBHYK Maccy 3TOro Buaa B Mpawe.

Jleonapp, Wwnpoko npeacTasBneH NoYTH Ha BCeit Tepputopun WMpaHa: B N€4AHbLIX, NOKPbITHIX
CHerom BbicoTax 31b6pyca v 3arpoca; Ha XapKuUx XONIMax LEeHTPanbHOro WUpaHa; B rycrbix
NPUKACMMIACKUX Necax U CKAZUCTbIX ropax No NoBepexbio Mepcuackoro u OmaHckoro
3a/1B0B. /leonapAbl, B OCHOBHOM 0BUTAIOT, B Cpeaax, rae A0CTaToOYHO Aobbiuu, 3Ta
Tepputopua B UpaHe coctaBnseT noutv 850 000 KB.KM.

KaBKas - ogHa 13 yHUKanbHbIx 3KOCUCTEM. MpaHcKas YacTb Kaskasa pacnonoeHa Ha cesepe
CTpaHbl. OHa pa3buTa Ha yeTbipe NPoBUHLMM (BOCTOYHBDIN 1 3anagHbiii AsepbaingykaH,
Apaebunb v Tunam), rae HaxoaATCA TPU FNABHbIX FOpHbIxX XpebTa: Tanbiw, 3anagHsii Inbbpyc U
Kapagar.

WpaHckuii Kaskas Gorat pasHoobpasvem bnopbi 1 dpayHbl. KpynHble MAexkonurawlime,
Takue, Kak Bypbiit measeab (Ursus arctos), Kocyns (Capreolus capreolus), Aukuit Kozen

(Capra aegagrus) u nepcuackumii Nleonap/, CoCyLeCcTBYIOT B 3TOM PErMOHE, OAHAKO

HEKOTOPbIE NoNy/nALMK NocTeneHHo ucyesator. Mepcuackuii neonapa 8 2007 rony BHEeCeH B
KpacHyto KHUry u KnaccuduumpoBsaH, Kak «noABeprHyTbii onacHocTU». CornacHo o63opam,
BbINONHEHHBIM BO BCEX LWIECTHU CTPaHax, OKONOo 65 neonapaos KaBkaskoro NPOUCXOXAEHUA, U3
HUX 19-25 Ocobei, XMBYT B NOrpaHMUHLIX ¢ MpaHom o6aacTax.

Ha Tepputopuu npaxckoro Kaskasa ectb 8 3anoBEAHUKOB, 4 U3 HUX - CTapsble:

1 ApacbapaH - 6uocdepHbiit 3anosegHUK: Gonee Yem 800 KB. KM JMCTBEHHbIX 1€COB C
BbICOTHbIMU Nonamu. ObuTatowme 3aech AuKMe CBUHBLY (Sus scrofa), AMKUE KO3bI U Kocynum
yacto 6biBatoT fobbIvel neonapaa.

2. Knamaku - ybexuue gukoi npupoap!: NPUBAN3UTENIbHO 950 KB. KM CKa/IMCTOro
naHawadTa, KOTOPbLIA ABAAETCA NPEKPacHON Cpeaoii obuTaHus ANA AUKOrO KO3na u neonappaa.
3. MapakaH - 3anoseiHuUK: OAWH U3 CaMbIX CTapbiX 3aMOBEAHUKOB MpaHa (ocHoBaH B 1965
roAy), OXBaTbIBAKOWMIA TepPUTOPUIO Bonee 1000 KB. KM M npeacrasnaowmii coboin cmeco
XOIMUCTO MECTHOCTM W BbICOKUX rop, rae 06UTaIOT AnKue 6apaHbi (Ovis spp.) u AnKue Ko3nbi.

4.JIu3ap - 3anoseAHMK: NPOCTUPALTCA Ha 300 KB. KM, COAEPXKUT BbICOTHbIE NONA U Neca, rae
noTeHuuanbHan f06biva neonapza - 06bIKHOBEHHbIN 0n1eHb (Cervus elaphus), kocyna n aukas
CBUHbDA.




a land mass of over 1000 km?, representing a mixture of rolling hills and high mountains where
wild sheep (Ovis spp.) and wild goats are abundant.

4. Lisar Protected Area: around 300 km? high-altitude grasslands and Hyrcanian forests where
potential leopard preys are the red deer (Cervus elaphus), the roe deer and the wild boar.

Recently, our team of
biologists with the assistance
of the staff of the Eastern

A Azerbaijan division of

P28 the Department of the

2% Environment (DoE) has

® carried out a 3-day survey

8 in Kiamaky W.R. The results
give hope for the future of
B the Persian leopard in the
B8 Caucasus Eco-region.

In February 2008, we have
i found reliable signs of
& leopards in the Kental Valley
B (a core zone area of Kiamaky
: : : : W.R. at the junction of

© A. Kh. Hamidi Armenian, Nakhchivan and
Iranian borders) which included 12 scrapes, 7 scats and a few fresh tracks in deep valleys of the
site. Most of the signs were observed on trails and mountain ridges as elsewhere in Iran.

Two remains of leopard prey were found, one of which was a freshly killed female wild goat.
We were pleasantly surprised to find the tracks of a mother leopard with her cub in Kental,
testifying that the nuclei of Persian leopards are located in Iran. We set up 3 units of camera
traps together with 5 additional camera-traps provided by DoE in Eastern Azerbaijan, hoping
that thev would bring the first leopard photos in the Iranian Caucasus.

A preliminary analysis of scats has shown that the leopard’s staple prey in Kiamaky is the wild
goat; and wild boar remains were also found.

The major threat to the leopard in Kiamaky W.R. is the reduction of prey from poaching, while
habitat loss from mining and direct poaching of leopards play a minor role. Assessing the status
of leopards in corridor habitats is a high priority in Iran.

It is urgently needed to implement the Persian leopard conservation action plan through

research and conservation in collaboration with international organizations and local
communities as to ensure a safer future for this magnificent creature in the Caucasus.
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Iran / UpaH

B despane 2008 roga mbl 06HapyXUAKM NpU3HaKK
obuTtaHua neonapaos B fonuHe KeHtan (ocHOBHaA
30HanbHan obnactb Knamaku, pacnonoxeHHan s6am3um
APMAHCKOM M HaxMYeBaHCKOW rpaHuLL), KoTopble
BK/IlOYanK B cebs cneppl Korren U dpekanbHble Macchl.
Bonbwasn Yyactb cnenos neonapaos obHapykeHa B
panioHax ropHbix xpe6Tos MpaHa.

Bblnn HanaeHb! OCTaHKM ABYX XKepTB neonapaa,

OAHW U3 KOTOPbIX NPUHAANEXAIM CAMKE AUKOTO Ko3/1a. Mbl 6b1v NpUATHO yauBAEHb!,

Koraa obHapyXunu cnefibl CAaMKU neonapaa v ee AeTéHbilwa B KeHTane, Tak Kak aTo

CBMAETENBbCTBOBA/IO O TOM, YTO LUEHTP 06UTaHUA NEePCUACKUX 1e0NapA0B PacnoONOXKeH B

WpaHe. Mol ycTaHasnnBaem Tpu Kamepbl-N0BYLIKY U €LUe NATb A0NONHUTENbHbBIX Kamep-

NOByLWeEK, BblAaHHbIX Ham B OTaene okpyatoLei cpeapbl BoctouHoro AzepbaitaaHa, 1
4 HaZeemca, 4TO BCKope nony4ymm nepssie potorpadmm neonapaa B upaHckom Kaskase.

lNpeasapuTenbHbIM aHanns dexanmi
Nleonapaa nokasan, YTo OCHOBHaA A06bIYa
neonapga B Knamaku - AMKUIA Kosen, HO
TakXe 6b11M HaNAEHbI OCTaHKK AMKOM
CBUHbMU.

lnasHasA yrposa neonapay 8 Kuamaku

- COKpaweHue fobbluum B pesynbrate
6pakoHbepcTBa, TOrAa Kak NPOM3BOACTBO U
ropHaa NPOMbIWNEHHOCTb BAUAIOT Ha 3TO
He3HauyuTenbHO. OUeHKa cTaTyca eonapaos
B cpeaax obUTaHMA - OAUH U3 BaXKHENLLUX
npuopuTeTos B MpaHe.

HeobxoaMMO CPOYHO OCYLLECTBUTL

NAaH 4eNCTBUIN NO COXPaHEHUIO

nonynauni neonapaa, CoriacoBaHHbIN

C MEXAYHaPOAHbIMKU OPraHU3aLnaMmn
MECTHbIMK BAAcTAMM, YTO6bl rapaHTUPOBaTh
6onee 6e3onacHoe Byayuiee ana 3Toro
BE/IMKONENHOrO CyLecTsa, 0buTaloLLero Ha
KaBkase.
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